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 “And the Lord said to Moses, I have seen this people, and indeed it is a 
stiff-necked people!” Exodus 32:9. 
As Lisa and I look to the future of things to come, I’m reminded of the 
Israelites in the wilderness.  As described in Exodus 32, God called His 
people “Stiff-Necked”.  As I pondered this, the Holy Spirit began to 
reveal a meaning of this in today’s world.  So often, we become immune 
to the wonders and glory of God and forget the things He has done.  We 
quickly retreat to the worldly side of all things and can no longer see that we are being led astray from God’s plan.  The word 
says that God knew us before the foundations of the earth and that He even knows the number of hairs on our head!  Exodus 
shows that Israel took less than sixty days to forget what God did to deliver them from Pharaoh. How soon we forget the 
smaller things God does in our lives. 
  As we are entering the summer months, LPE is doing more now than ever and sometimes we forget how far we have come to 
get to this season.  Since March of 2014 (Wow! Already 2 years), we have completed many training events, all the 
requirements to become a non-profit corporation for LPE Ministries,  selected a board of directors,  and  become part of the 
Lubbock Disaster Relief Network Board of Directors.  We have started the COTR Disaster Relief Teams and begun training for 
disaster preparedness.  How fast things can progress and how slowly it can seem to take to get started!  But God’s timing is 
always right. 
Our prayer is and always will be that we not become like those in the desert and quickly forget what God has done.  When you 
get to the place of thinking that God is no longer moving, don’t become discouraged.  Stop and look and see what God has 
already done and then be expectant for what the future holds.  God will never leave us nor forsake us! 
Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV) 
Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never 
leave you nor forsake you.” 
As the summer approaches, Lisa and I will take some of this time to seek God and make sure we are still on course.  Classes 
will restart when school resumes and everyone gets settled again.  We always stand in awe of the partners God has given to 
us in support and prayer. We continue to pray your summer will be safe and memorable. 
 
 

Counselor’s Corner:  Open the Eyes of our Heart! 
 
How do you see others? Do you see them as brothers and sisters, or potential brothers 
and sisters in Christ? Do you see them by their gifting’s and deeds – what they do or 
have done, their professions or even maybe their confessions? Do you see others by the 
way they measure up according to your standard? How do you see others? Have you 

ever thought about it before? I didn’t until just a few days ago! Within the past few weeks I have encountered 3 different 
women. Different ages, professions and you might even say social statuses. And remarkably they each have said the same 
thing to me. They all said in different words how they wish people would see them for who they are and not by what they did, 
what they have or who their family is. These women are very real. They have real lives and real things going on in their lives. 
 The first lady felt that she didn’t fit in with others and has always been a sort of social outcast even growing up. This is a 
woman who is younger than me but has an old soul. At heart she is an old hippie but make no mistake she loves God and 
depends upon Him daily. She is an amazing woman but people look at her differently because she thinks “out of the box” on 
most things and how she chooses to do to carve out a life and a living. She works because she wants too not because she has 
to. The truth is this woman is very wealthy and she gets taken advantage of from those who know that about her. She gets 
overlooked as a sister in Christ because people see her by what she does and what she has, but they do not look deep enough 
to see the blessing and the gifting God has blessed her with for the Kingdom.  
The second lady is someone who has stood the test of time with ups and downs in life. She is quiet and reserved in certain 
settings because trusting others has been hard. In work related settings she simply cannot afford to put herself “out there” 
because her job demands it.  On the inside she is a very personable, outgoing and social person who loves to pray, dote on 
and help others. No one knows that because they only see what is on the outside. No one will take the time and effort to truly 
get to know this individual – the real her! She thinks that the only thing people see when they look at her is her profession. 
She too gets taken advantage of and it reinforces those trust issues. She also is an amazing woman of God.  

 



 

 

Lady #3 has always been a bit of an enigma to me. She is a professional and personable. She is someone who loves people in 
general and is very gracious. However, people see her in terms of “yester year” – a time that passed long ago! A time before 
kids, and husband and yet she has both. She is a wife, mother and grandmother! She has lived a good life but it is as if life 
stood still for her somehow in the eyes of others.  People don’t ask her how she is doing or how her family is doing like they 
used to! She is still here! Still breathing! And has a life outside of yesteryear!  
Like I said earlier – I didn’t really think about how I actually see people until God brought these women back to my mind over 
and over again with the things they shared with me. These women do not know one another and could not be more different 
in life skills, professions and personalities and yet they have this in common: They are seen by others as what they do and 
what they have or had. Who they were!  When we think about Jesus, what do we think about? Do we think about whom He 
is, was or just what He did? Do we see Him as an individual that we want to know better or do we see Him by the miracles He 
performed, how He dressed, and how He spoke?  
The Jesus I know takes time out to know people. He takes time out to ask me how I’m doing and what is new in my life before 
we do anything else! I love that because He already knows!   He knew His disciples as intimately as He knows us. He is 
someone who loves people enough even if it means correcting them. He looks at people. He looks at the heart! 
About a month or so ago I taught on my family genogram (a history of hurts wounds and offenses traced down through the 
generations). I think it was probably the hardest thing I have ever taught on. After class was over people started coming up 
and looking at the diagram I drew on the board and I remember saying to someone, “Don’t you imagine that if we saw 
everyone’s genogram that we would be giving more grace to each other?” 
I challenge you and I challenge myself to start seeing people through different eyes. To truly see people not by what they do 
or did! And not by whom they are or were or who their families and/ or legacies have been passed down. Let’s meet each 
other right where we are in Christ Jesus. The author and finisher of our faith! 
Open the eyes of our hearts Lord, one to another. 
What are your thoughts? I would love to hear from you. 
 
Dr. B. 
 

 

Have a blessed day and 
We love you all, 
 
Blessings, 
 
Doug & Lisa Barber 
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