
 

 

 
 

May 2017 
 
Greetings, 

Lisa and I want to take a moment to bring each of you up to date on 
the progress for the Columbia trip.  Thanks to your generosity, we 
have been fully funded for the trip!  One of the things that we are 
asked from time to time to time, is why there?  Just as Jesus foretold 
of the destruction of Jerusalem and the end times to come, he also 
gave the disciples the great commission to go into all the earth and 
preach the good news.  Every year we try to go on one or more of 
these trips to help spread the gospel and bring comfort to the 
captives. This year we will be joining with Pursue Missions, Gateway 

Missions and Water Hose Ministries in Medellin Colombia ministering to the local communities during the 
day and speaking in churches in the evening.  We will spend our last day there with 100 pastors and leaders 
to train and encourage them to go out and bring the Good News to Columbia!  There are 17 others set to 
go with us and funding for everyone is still forefront in our 
thoughts.   
 
To that end, we still have many lottery tickets left for the “Side of 
Beef” drawing to be held on June 17th.  Texas residents only 
please. Winner will be notified as to when and how they can pick 
up their beef. The tickets are $10.00 each and all proceeds will go 
to support the mission trips to the Amazon and Columbia.  Call us 
for tickets and we’ll get them to you as soon as we can!      
 
Counselors Corner: The Choice of Being Chosen 
 
Last month we talked about how we also have and live in a “Promised Land” called Grace.  The Lord began 
showing me that the promised land of Grace can also be a type and shadow of not only the Promised Land 
of the Old Testament but in fact a type and shadow of the Garden of Eden, (Genesis 2). As a matter of fact, 
the very first glimpse of grace that I see in scripture is just after Adam and Eve were removed from the 
Garden itself due to the choices they made concerning two trees in the Garden of Eden. The first hint of 
grace is found in Genesis 3:22. “Then God said, ‘Behold, the man has become like one of Us, knowing 
good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and 
live forever’.  In Genesis3:16-19 God told Adam and Eve what life was going to be like for them because of 
what they had done.  If they had gone back and eaten of the tree of life and lived forever then their lives 
would have been that way for eternity. By not letting them return to partake of the tree of life, God 
bestowed His grace to them by giving them a time stamp on their lives. Adam and Eve chose from the two 
trees in the garden –they chose! They made a choice to eat from the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. 
 As I was continuing my reading in the Old Testament the Holy Spirit showed me about the kings of old, 
how some did good and some did evil in the sight of the LORD.  He also showed me that all of those kings 
together can stand in proxy as one man. HU-MAN! The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil is represented 
again! Some of the kings were good and some were evil but they were all sitting on one side or the other of 
the same tree of knowledge.  There was no one that could stand in the gap and atone for the sins of the 
people. It was all done by sacrifices and burnt offerings.  

 



 

 

Once again let’s fast forward to the New Testament. Jesus said that He came so that you might have life 
and have it more abundantly. Jesus is the tree of Life! He was in the garden from the beginning. This is 
something that we have always known, but from the beginning of time choices had to be made and then 
bad choices had to be atoned for. Jesus did that for us at the Cross! When we chose and accepted Him as 
Lord and Savior of our life we then crossed over into the very same Grace that was in the Garden all along –
the tree of LIFE!  Jesus is the separator between us and our sin but He is also the connector between us and 
the Spirit. Acts 17:28 tells us that we are to live, move and have our being in the Spirit. How do we do that? 
Well once again we have to make a choice. We must choose to be baptized by Jesus into the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit, to be endued with power for the work of the Kingdom.    

The break down is this: God (Elohim – Creator) knew each and 
every person before the foundations of the world were formed. 
(Ephesians 1:4) Believers and unbelievers alike! HE CHOSE US! But 
then God put things in motion for us to choose Him! When we 
make bad choices HE has already made a way for that atonement, 
and we were forgiven at the cross, if we choose to ask Jesus to 
come into our life!  When we choose Him then He again puts 
things in motion for us to choose again – His Spirit to live within 
us.  WE WERE CHOSEN FIRST and then we choose!   
 

Have a blessed day and 

We love you all, 
 
Blessings, 
 
Doug & Lisa Barber 
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